Raspberry Care

Raspberries are easy to grow and will start producing fruit during their second year and for many years
to come.

Location: Both red and black raspberries like well-drained moist soil in full sun.

Planting: Plants should be planted 3’ apart in rows and with 6’ between rows. Mix a 2” layer of

peat moss into the soil where you will be planting the raspberries. Dig a hole large enough to accommodate
the roots of the plant. Set the plant into the hole with the crown at soil level. Be careful you do not plant
too deeply. Firm the soil around the plant and water thoroughly using a starter fertilizer and water mixture.
Finish with a 3” layer of mulch.

Fertilization: Raspberries should be fertilized with a starter fertilizer when planted and monthly for
the first growing season. After that fertilize with either a 5-10-10 or 10-10-10 fertilizer in early spring and
again in fall.

Harvest: Red raspberries are ready to pick when
they turn fully red and begin to push away from the
stem. Black raspberries should be picked as soon as
they become sweet. The berries are delicate so use
small baskets so they do not become crushed.

Maintenance: Black raspberries are
susceptible to viral diseases and should not be
planted within 100 ft of red raspberries, ,
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